
Parent Overview Term 3 2017 

WEEKS 7&8  
Over the next fortnight Monday 28th August – Friday 8th September, Grade 4 students will be 

focusing on the following topics: 

MATHS - Division 

Below is a list of some of the main learning outcomes for Division. A particular focus 

is placed on the link between multiplication and division, dividing with remainders 

and formal algorithm for division (long division). We will also focus on some of the 

possible strategies used to solve division mentally. 

 

 

 



Learning outcomes for division 

Level 3 Division 

● Automatic recall of basic division facts -  2, 3, 5 and 10 

 

Level 4 Division 

- Using the split strategy (partitioning) to solve division problems 

369÷3 = 

300÷3 = 100 

  60÷3=20 

 9÷3=3 

100+20+3=123 

 

- Automatic recall multiplication facts up to 10 × 10 and related division facts. 

- Using ‘three for free’ (commutativity) as a strategy for multiplication and division 

4x3=12    3x4=12 

12÷3=4   12÷4=3 

- Using halving to solve division 

40÷2=20   40÷20=2 

- Using the formal algorithm (long division) to solve division, WITH AND WITHOUT a 

remainder 
 

Level 5 Division 

● Using the formal algorithm to solve division with decimals. 

● Understanding and using the fact that equivalent division calculations result if both 

numbers are divided by the same factor. 

● Understanding that when dividing a number, there can be remainders when the 

number cannot be divided evenly. 
 

Level 6 Division 

● Divide fractions and decimals using efficient written strategies. 

● Divide decimals by powers of 10. 

● Understanding that if a number is divisible by a composite number then it is also 

divisible by the prime factors of that number (for example 216 is divisible by 8 because 

the number represented by the last three digits is divisible by 8, and hence 216 is also 

divisible by 2). 

 

 

 



 

WRITING  

GENRE- REALISTIC FICTION 

What is realistic fiction?  

How can "fiction" be "real? What does this term mean?  

The word "fiction" in regards to literature -- generally means a narration which is not-

true, real or factual. And "Realistic" means real, real-like or having the nature of 

"reality".  

Therefore, "realistic fiction" means fiction that is realistic or lifelike.  

Fiction that is lifelike is fiction that seems real and believable; as though it "could 

happen". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing skills focus 

As a cohort we have been focusing on various skills to improve 

the structure and language in our writing. One of these skills is 

descriptive language such as figurative language and the skill 

of show don’t tell.  



Below is some examples of what we have been working on. 

 

Show don’t tell - basic description vs detailed description 

Basic Description 

It was late when I went to the shops. The shop was too small for the shoppers. The 

shelves and the things for sale were old. I couldn’t find what I wanted and I wasn’t 

sure why this place even existed. Even the old lady behind the counter looked too 

bored to be there. 

Detailed Description 

It was dusk when we entered the tiny grocery store on the edge of the deserted 

road. The smell reminded me of our laundry when mum forgot to hang it out. The 

store was lit by a single bulb hanging near the entrance emitting a low buzzing 

sound that made me think of a mosquito on a hot, muggy, summer evening. The 

aisles in the store were narrow allowing only one shopper at a time. My anxiety 

levels rose as my shoulders scraped against the ancient wooden shelves lining the 

aisles, giving me splinters. These were cluttered with dust-covered cans and boxes. 

Yellowed labels on the cans held the secret of the store. Much to my 

disappointment, the item I came in specifically for, wasn’t there. I looked towards 

the counter and sitting there, eyelids drooping, was Pearl the shop assistant. 

Engrossed in her knitting project, her hair as grey as a stormy afternoon. She didn’t 

look up and I didn’t bother her.  



 

 
Making an opinion about something in the text using 
your prior knowledge 

 
Use literal facts or examples from the text that 
support your opinion 

 
Give your opinion about a character's action in the 
text. 

 
Identify how a character could have behaved 
differently and why. 

 
Provide an alternative ending to the  plot, justify 
your ideas. 

  

  

  

  

READING - Evaluative Questioning. 

 
Your child will be revising one or more of the goals below based on 

their current needs. Please discuss your child’s goal with them and 

allow them to practice it during their home reading. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Week 8 Reading focus is Summarising  

Your child will be focusing on one of the goals below 

based on their current needs. Please discuss your 

child’s goal with them and allow them to practice it 

during their home reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPELLING  

We are continuing to focus on ambiguous 

vowel blends.  The next spelling focuses are 

‘oi/oy’ and ‘er/ir/ur’.  
 


