
Altona Primary School 

Newsletter

www.altonaps.vic.edu.au

15th September: TERM 3 WEEK 10

Dates to
Remember

Principal's Report

2nd October
First Day of Term 4

2nd October
Grade Prep Swimming

commences

3rd October
Grade 1 Swimming commences

5th October
Grade 5 excursion

9th -13th October
Dental Van at APS

6th November
Curriculum Day

7th November
Cup Day Public Holiday

24th November
Student Free Day

7th December
Xmas Concert

12th December
Grade 6 Graduation

20th December
Last Day of Term 4

1.30 Dismissal

Time flies, and today marks the end of another school term.
Attending our showcases of learning this week, it has been evident
that much has been achieved in our classrooms over the past 10
weeks. Our teachers have spent time this week planning for next
terms learning experiences, and looking at student data we
continue to see great gains for our learners across all curriculum
areas.

MATHS OLYMPIADS
In Term 2 and Term 3 we have had a team of Grade 6 students
participating in the APSMO Mathematical Olympiads. Each week,
the team has gathered with Mr Gilpin to practice their problem
solving skills and along with 38,000 students from across Australia,
the team has participated in 5 online ‘competition’ tests.  Our
students’ efforts have been remarkable and I am very proud to
share that the team placed in the Top 10% of all participating
schools. This is a great achievement.

Congratulations to Luke, Josh, Alistair, 
Aarna, Dawid, Aaron, Hazel, Tyler, 
Imogen, Hayley, Violet, Astrid, Max, 
Michael, Thomas, Ryan, Nicolas and 
Zali. Thanks also to Mr Gilpin for 
enabling this experience. 

HATS
When students return to school next 
term, it is an expectation that everyone has a school hat to wear
for all outdoor activities, including recess and lunch. Students must
have a school hat, however on any occasion that they do not they
will be directed to play under covered spaces. Hats can be
purchased from the school office for $12 or directly from the
uniform shop.



DIVISIONAL ATHLETICS
In the past fortnight, a group of our students participated in the Divisional Aths Carnival which was held at
Newport Aths Track.  Our students were awesome and we are so proud of their efforts:

Max (11 year old boys) placed 2nd in Hurdles
Spencer (11 year old boys) placed 4th in the 800m and 3rd in the 200m
Kalani (10 year old girls) placed 3rd in the 800m and 3rd in Triple Jump

Delilah (10 year old girls) placed 3rd in Hurdles and 2nd in Shot Put.
Genta (11 year old girls) placed 2nd in Discus and 2nd in Shot Put

Felix  (11 year old boys) placed 2nd on Long Jump and 4th in the 1500m
Mr Fava is to be acknowledged for the time he has spent working with this group of students in
preparation for their events. I would also like to thank the parents/carers who supported their children at
the carnival.  4 of our students who placed in the top 2 in their event will head off to the Western Region
Athletics Championships on the 17th of October which will be held in Keilor Park. 

2023 PAYMENTS
This is a reminder that families can still pay for 2023 Curriculum Contributions through Compass. This will
appear on your Compass Newsfeed if you have not attended to this already. These payments are greatly
appreciated and support the school to ensure that students have access to necessary resources to
enable and enhance the learning experience in the classroom and in their specialist subjects.

VALUES MATRIX – STUDENT VOICE LEADERS
Recently we have been reviewing our values matrix which details the expected behaviours aligned with
our school values. Our student voice leaders have been involved in this review and are actively working to
provide feedback gathered from their peers. Over the coming term, we will work to redevelop our matrix
with the input of our students. Some early feedback has centred around the way the matrix is presented
and the importance of all students being able to understand the expectations. Students have also
identified that the matrix needs to reference behaviours specific to our classrooms, yard, toilets and online
environment...watch this space.

FRIENDS AND FAMILIES COMMITTEE 
The past few weeks has seen our FFC run a number of events across our school. The Father’s Day Stall,
Canteen Day and the Book Drive have all been a great success, enabled by the hard work of not only our
FFC members, but also a number of wonderful volunteers. As a school we are so fortunate to be
supported by the FFC and volunteers, and our students benefit immensely from this. If you are ever able to
assist or support, I encourage you to reach out to the FFC any stage. I would like to individually
acknowledge Amanda who organised the Father’s Day Stall, Emma for preparing for the Canteen Day and
Sarah for stepping in to run it on the day.  

As we head into the school break, I would like to thank our community for your ongoing support, our
students for their efforts this term and our teachers for their continued commitment to making APS the
place to be!

I hope you have a somewhat restful two weeks ahead and I look forward to seeing everyone back at
school for our final term. Please be aware that students return on Monday 2nd October. Our Term 4
curriculum day is scheduled for the Cup Weekend (6th November). 

Take care,
Sarah 

Knowledge & Nurturing by the Bay

Respect   Gratitude   Responsibility   Aspiration   Resilience   Collaboration












