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18th DECEMBER: TERM 4 WEEK 12

Dates to
RememberPrincipal's Report
20th December

Last Day of Term 4
1.00 ASSEMBLY
1.30 Dismissal

29th January
Staff Return - Curriculum Day 

30th January
 Students in Grade 1-6 first day

5th February
Preps first day of school

7th and 8th February 
 Learning Partnership Meetings

19th-21st February
Grade 6 CAMP

12th March 
School Photos

13th March - 22nd March 
NAPLAN

28th March 
Last Day of Term 1

2.30 Dismissal

PLEASE CHECK THE CALENDAR ON OUR
WEBSITE FOR ALL OTHER DATES

As we come to the end of another school year, I would like to
extend my gratitude and thanks to our whole community for what
has been a very successful year at APS. Our amazing students
have benefited immensely from the continued commitment our
staff bring to their work everyday and from the support they
receive at home.

This year we have seen incredible performance across all of our
measures. We have met or exceeded the targets that were
established within our Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) and we
continue to see increasing percentages of our students
performing above standard across the curriculum. 
Here are some of our results in reference to our specific AIP
targets:

46% of students are performing above standard in Number
(Mathematics) with our target being 44%
Positive responses in the Student Attitudes to School Survey
have improved in the areas of: 

‘Student Voice and Agency’ has increased from 53% in 2022
            to 64% in 2023

‘Stimulated Learning’ has increased from 73% in 2022 to 81%
in 2023
‘Sense of Connectedness’ has increased from 78% in 2022
to 80% in 2023

Positive responses in our Parent Opinion Survey have remained
the same in the measure of ‘Effective Teaching’, with our goal
being to maintain this.

Along with our very positive and strong NAPLAN results this year,
there is lots to celebrate. 2024 will see a continued focus on
improvement and our goals will be shared with the community in
the new year.



STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP 2024
At our recent assembly, our student leadership group for next year was announced. 44 students
confidently nominated themselves for the roles, giving a speech to their peers around their suitability for
the role and ideas for the school. Following a peer vote, 22 students were then interviewed by our Principal
team and current school captains. Following this selection process, I am pleased to share that our captains
for 2024 are:
      SCHOOL CAPTAINS: 
      Maya, Helina and Cristian
      
      HOUSE CAPTAINS:
       BORRACK: Ayra and Spencer 
       BROMLEY: Maddie and Jonas
       FLEMING: Lottie and Aarav
       ENRIGHT: Kiki and Will
       BLYTH: Amelia and Viaan

STAFFING
I would like to take this opportunity to give my sincere thanks to those staff leaving APS at the end of 2023.
Whitney Buckley, Kate Puhar and Marissa Kearney have all been successful in obtaining ongoing positions
in other schools. We wish them well. Hannah Wilkinson is also leaving to commence a position at another
school in 2024. Hannah has been a teacher at APS for many years and we wish her the best of luck.
Next year we welcome one new member to our staff, Vesna Craig, who is an experienced teacher joining
our 3/4 team. Vesna has visited the school for planning and our transition sessions and is a welcome
addition to our team.

XMAS VISIT TO THE PORT PHILLIP RETIREMENT HOME

                                                   Earlier this month, a small group of our students were accompanied by Mrs
                                                   Mathrick to deliver Xmas cards to the residents at the Port Phillip Retirement
                                                   Village. Students from across the school wrote cards to individual residents,
                                                   who have since hand delivered and responded with returned cards. This
                                                   humbling experience has demonstrated the importance of connection 
                                                   within our community and one which are very proud to have 
                                                   strengthened this year. 

PARENT HELPERS
Last week we welcomed a large group of parents to share in a morning tea as a token of our appreciation
for the support that has been given to the school this year. If you have helped in any way this year in our
classrooms, on camps or excursions, with resources or any of our stalls, canteen days or fundraising
events, we are incredibly grateful for the time volunteered. There are many things that cannot be achieved
in schools without the support of our parents/carers and community members, and we are so fortunate to
have willing volunteers to enable these experiences for our students and community.

2024 PARENT PAYMENTS
Over January, parents/carers will be able to pay school contributions via Compass. We strongly
encourage families to attend to these payments early in the year, however they can be made at any
stage. All contributions will support our school to continue to provide high quality resources and materials
for our students across all curriculum areas. We thank families for their continued support and for their
contributions that have supported us tremendously this year
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GRADE 6 GRADUATION
On Tuesday last week we celebrated our Grade 6 cohort at their 
Graduation ceremony. This was a great evening for all that 
attended to share with our students as they reflected on 
their time at APS. We farewell this cohort on Wednesday 
at our end of year assembly commencing at 1pm.
We wish all of our Grade 6 students the very best as they 
finish their primary schooling and move onto various secondary 
schools. We are so proud of them all and know they will go on 
to achieve great things in the future.

NEW TOILET BLOCK AND CLASSROOM ALLOCATIONS
Over the January holiday period, our new toilet block will be landed onsite. All things going to plan we
should see this functional and ready for the beginning of the school year.  
In 2024, Grade 5 and Grade 6 classrooms are located in close proximity to this space, enabling us to have
a separate toilet block for our ‘senior’ students. Grade Prep, 1 and 2 classrooms will all be located in the
Learning Street, while Grade 3/4s will be housed in the main building and Rooms 12 and 13. 
Classroom placements for 2024 provide a closer ‘geographical’ distance for each year level, enabling year
levels to gather in the spaces surrounding their classrooms and then move into the yard for the breaks
within close proximity to each other.

As this will be our last newsletter for the year, on behalf of our staff, I would like to wish our whole
community an enjoyable and safe holiday period. If this is your family’s last year at APS, we wish you the
best of luck as you move onto a new chapter in your child’s schooling.

For those celebrating, I wish you a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year.

We are looking forward to welcoming our 2024 students and families back to school on Tuesday the 30th
of January, 2024.
Take care,
Sarah
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COMMUNICATION AT APS
COMPASS: Ongoing communication.  Newsfeed items
contain reminders and timely information.  All
payments and consent for events and activities are
made through Compass.

NEWSLETTER: Reports what is happening and coming
up at APS. Published monthly via Compass and the
school website. 
YEAR LEVEL NEWSLETTERS: Outlines the learning
program of each year level. Published twice per term.
SCHOOL WEBSITE: Information about the school, parent
info and whole school calendar.
INSTAGRAM: Visual reminders and photographic
updates.  Posts updated weekly.




