Altona Primary School

Newsletter

MAY 2025: TERM 2 WEEK 4

Principal’s Report
Dear APS Families,
The first three weeks of Term 2 have been very busy, with lots of exciting
events taking place across the school. These excursions and incursions create
lasting memories for our students and provide meaningful learning
opportunities. Sarah remains on leave for another two weeks and is eagerly
awaiting her return to reconnect with everyone. I've thoroughly enjoyed
stepping into her role and have been keeping her regularly updated on all the
wonderful things happening at APS.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Progress continues on our new playground and fencing. With the removal of
some of the black hoarding, students have been enjoying watching the
works unfold. You can get a great view from Upton Street, and | expect to
provide an estimated completion date soon. It's an exciting transformation,
and we're all looking forward to using this space. Last week, our local
Minister, Melissa Horne, visited the site and was very impressed with the
development. She looks forward to returning once the project is complete.

STAFFING UPDATE

As shared previously, Tim Rouse is on leave for Term 2. During the Term 1
break, we appointed Thomas McCay as our new music teacher. He brings a
wealth of experience and has been teaching classes over the past three
weeks. As Thomas is not working full-time, we've made alternate
arrangements for some grades. Hannah Liacopoulos, Christine Sperling, and
Helen Xinomilakis will support music coverage. We'll share further updates
as we prepare for Term 3.

ANZAC DAY SERVICE

In Week 1, the students of 3/4P led our school's ANZAC Day service. Each
student spoke and presented beautifully, reflecting on the meaning of the
day and our school oath. Special thanks to Aimee Richardson (6M) who
represented APS at the Altona RSL service and laid a wreath on our behalf.

SSV STATE SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS

On May 1, I had the pleasure of attending the State Swimming
Championships at MSAC to support Amelie S (6M). Competing in the 11-
year-old Girls’ 50m Butterfly and Freestyle, Amelie was the fastest qualifier
in both events. She powered to victory in the Butterfly, claiming her second
State Championship in a row! In the Freestyle, she held off tough
competition to win with a time of 30.22 seconds, just 0.1 off the state
record. What an incredible achievement—congratulations, Amelie!l APS is so
proud of you.

We acknowledge the Bunurong People of the Kulin Nation as the traditional owners of the land.

! ! We pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging.

We are grateful for the land that we live, learn and play on every day.

Dates to
Remember

12th - 14th May
Grade 5 Camp

16th May
Grade 1 Marvellous Mini-lbeasts
Incursion

14th, 21st & 28th May
Grade 5/6 Life Education

6th June
Curriculum Day
(no students at school)

9th June
Kings Birthday Public Holiday

4th July
Last Day Term 2: 2:30pm
dismissal

TERM 3 and 4 CURRICULUM DAYS
21st July
3rd November
See our whole school calendar
on our website for all dates

www.altonaps.vic.edu.au



Knowledge & Nurturing by the Bay

UNEARTHED’ - MILLENNIUM TIME CAPSULE
Last week, Athena Petalas (3/4P) and Joanne Mathrick (PM) attended the unveiling of a Millennium Time Capsule, buried 25
years ago. It was exciting to see what APS contributed to the capsule—we look forward to sharing more details soon.

DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY
On Wednesday, May 7, 24 of our students participated in the District Cross Country at Mclver Reserve in Yarraville. Their
early morning training paid off, with APS placing 4th out of 8 schools—a fantastic result!

Congratulations to the 11 students who qualified for the Hobsons Bay Divisionals: Ava F (2nd), Zoe W (2nd), Zara H (3rd),
Aaron B (4th), Rory H (7th), Bella C (5th), Alulu S (6th), Sophie V (7th)

APS Cross Country Team: Kai M, Aaron L, Jake C, Bennett W, Isla F, Ava F, Isa R, Ruby S, Aaron B, Rory H, Archer M, Dex K,
Zoe W, Zara H, Annie T, Hannah S, Amelie S, Bella C, Sophie V, Delilah W, Alulu S, Polly G, Jackson J, Desi M, Henry T, Jake H.

ATHLETICS CARNIVALS
This week, Mr. Fava and the Grade 3-6 team hosted two well-organised Athletics Carnival days. Students performed
brilliantly and results will help us form the APS Athletics Team. Stay tuned for more information soon.

MOTHER'’S DAY CELEBRATIONS
A big thank you to our Friends and Family Committee for putting together a wonderful Mother's Day stall. The P-2 Mother's
Day Picnic was also a lovely way to wrap up Week 3. | hope all the APS mums had a very happy and relaxing Mother’s Day!

INTER-SCHOOL SPORT
Winter Inter-School Sport has begun for our Grade 6s and selected Grade 5s. Our students continue to represent APS with
pride and great sportsmanship.

EXCURSIONS & INCURSIONS

* Preps had a fantastic first excursion to Melbourne Zoo, full of animal adventures.

* Grade 3/4s went on a city excursion across two days. Students showed resilience and had a great learning experience.
Thanks to the families who supported making this excursion successful.

* Grade 2s participated in an Animal Adaptation Incursion, exploring their inquiry topic. Photos will be shared soon!

GRADE 6L COFFEE SHOP
It's been great seeing Mr. Liacopoulos and 6L launch their classroom coffee shop. The students are thoroughly enjoying the
experience—and so are the families receiving their morning coffee! More info coming soon.
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Knowledge & Nurturing by the

Healthy, In sting and Affordaoble Lunch Packs, Delivered to School
q@sslﬂom = ALTOMA - BLYTH 5T - 12 - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday!
.
com 2y / Order until 8:30am on the day!
2 Course Lunch Pack from $6.45
@ 5 1or 2 Itams from i
Main Caurs nu Snack/Drink Manu
BAKERY aked this maming FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES
Cheese ond Vegemil LS 8 eL Apphe pleces, Lemon julce, Cinnomon & Brown Sugor 5100
Servoury Bite Lintle Frank' fol 445 LROS aioupe and Honeydew Peces
h Oy Cheete Rl S4.45 £8.95 "
745 995
- Ll $12.85
with Sauce & Cheess [3] $055  STAS

PIITA, SAUSAGE ROLLS, GOI & PASTIIZI SERVID AT ROOM TEMP

i b i Podties (2 STAS .05
a P $8.95 §TLs B Yobow Copicum
$8.95 5TLLS ek with Sullores

51055 51545
X095 1545

Cheess & Rice Crockers

.95 145 Eciarmme |Lighthy Salted
SITAS §5.45 Suayor S P, Buane and Chesry Tomatodss
Sprneh Gorkame SITAn 1545
Spe 3 Chisie Gozéms SILAS 1545 BAKERY - SWEET
Chos Chig Conloe il
SUSHI HAND ROLLS [2pc) Soy Souce (GF] Provided Finger Bun with Speinkdes e
Terhyoiki Chicken Hored Rods m 375
) 375
& $15.TS
5t $15.7s
iver Hand Rolls s TS 5
Vegetaran Hamd Aols & SBTS Biestierny Mutfin ~$100
Tody Herd Rells m S1.75 Jom Crop Bescuit 100
Bonara Slioe 100
RICE PAPER ROLLS (2pe) Wed T
Chichen Rioé Foper Rolls LT $Bas SuUsHI
Vsgetarian Rice Paper Rols LT 51545 e Tuna Sushi “§100
SANDWICHES / ROLLS / WRAFS / SOFT SHELL TACOS POFCORN
Seiowhay Jom Sondvich (1.5 w55 Sty Dbt Lightly Solted
nctwich (2] §Tas Lightly Saited
1285
285 DRIED FRUIT
a5 D] Fruait Masciliny with Yioghurt Sultanas 5100
il Safchwich (15) 3465
3 Soksd Rod $15.TS DIPS WITH MINI RICE CAKES CORN CHIPS
vy, Cheese & Letiuce Roll s Troriziki Dip with Mini Rice Cokes FLO0
iberry, Lethuce £ Cheede Sandwich [15] $3TE Spring Onion Dip wilh Min Rlce Cokes =§L00
Mild Salomi and Solod R S$1.TS Spicy Capaioum Dip with Mini Rice Coles 5100
Wircao w /Chicioen, Taotrki Lettuce, Tomato Cucumiber 5L.95 Swercxacie Dig with Mini Rice Cokes SL00
Corm Chips with Salia $100
SALADS / PICNIC BOXES / FRUIT & VEG
Fresh Frust Sofiod - Moin Course Sine $5TS YOGHURTS / BOWLS
WVegeianan Ficnc Box $3.T5 Sirowbeny Yoghurl [Dairy Farmens]
Harm Fcnic Bax 31575 Cladsic Vaniia Yoghur [Diairy Fonmer]
Goiirk Shyber Salod with Fela and Oliwes §275 LR iy Bcred w i, Coconul & Stiawberries
Tartistine Pyt Sakad 275 LR St Rt
GF SANDWICHES &€ WRAPS DRINKS
GF Hom £ Cheeds Sandwich [1.5) £10.95 1545 Appke hace [Nppy's)
GF Cutwurmibés & Harm Sandwich N1.5] SH19s £13.45 Oenfiye e Mipgry's)
GF Wi - Harnand Sokad 1275 85 Cho Milk: [Nipgry's)

Strcwierry Milk (Npays]
Full Cream Mik

We are a NUT FREE kitchen. Descriptions, dietary and allergen Information available en our website
www.classroomeuisine.com.au

COMMUNICATION AT APS
COMPASS: Ongoing communication. Newsfeed items @ FOllow Ug ON

contain reminders and timely information. All payments .

and consent for events and activities are made through 'NngcpﬂM

Compass. .
@altonaPrimaryschool

NEWSLETTER: Reports what is happening and coming up at @ B
APS. Published 3-4 times per term via Compass and the
school website.

YEAR LEVEL NEWSLETTERS: Outlines the learning program
of each year level. Published twice per term.

SCHOOL WEBSITE: Information about the school, parent
info and whole school calendar.

INSTAGRAM: Visual reminders and photographic updates.
Posts updated weekly.
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Going to school every day is the single most
important part of your child’s education.
Students learn new things at school every day
—missing school puts them behind.

Why it’s important

We all want our students to get a great
education, and the building blocks for
a great education begin with students
coming to school each and every day.

If students miss school regularly, they miss
out on learning the fundamental skills that
will set them up for success in the later
years of school.

There is no safe number of days for missing
school - each day a student misses

puts them behind, and can affect their
educational outcomes,

Each missed day is associated with
progressively lower achievement in
numeracy, writing and reading.

Getting in early

Attendance patterns are established
early — a child regularly missing days

in kindergarten or in the early years of
school will often continue to miss classes
in the later years, and receive lower test
scores than their classmates. It's vital that
students go to school every day—even in
the early years of primary school.

What we can do

The main reasons for absence are:

Sickness - There are always times when
students need to miss school, such as when
they're ill. It’s vital that they're only away

on the days they are genuinely sick, and
setting good sleep patterns, eating well and
exercising regularly can make a big difference.

It's vital that holidays are planned during
school holidays where possible, and not
during the term if it can be avoided.

“Day off" - Think twice before letting your
child have a “day off” as they could fall
behind their classmates - every day counts.

Truancy — This is when students choose

not to go to school without their parent’s
permission. There can be many reasons for
truancy. The best way to address this is for
schools and parents to work together.

If for any reason your child must miss
school, there are things you can do with
your school to ensure they don’t fall behind:

»  Speak with your classroom teacher and
find out what work your child needs to
do to keep up.

Department of Education and Training

EVERY
DAY
COUNTS

Primary school attendance

* Develop an absence learning plan with
your teacher and ensure your child
completes the plan.

Remember, every day counts. If your
child must miss school, speak with your
classroom teacher as early as possible.

Openly communicating with your child's
school about all absencesis a good way to
prevent attendance issues being escalated
to a School Attendance Officer. A School
Attendance Officer is a Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development
Regional Director who has authority to
follow up attendance issues. Attendance
issues that are escalated can lead to an
Infringement Notice.

If you're having attendance issues with your
child, please let your classroom teacher
know so we can work together to get your
child to school every day.

For more information and resources to help
address attendance issues, visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/
behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx

onlA Education
State and Training
Government



