Altona Primary School

Newsletter
29th August 2022: TERM 3 WEEK 8

Principal's Report
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
My thanks to the 65 families who have already completed the
Parent Opinion Survey. Information around accessing this is
posted on Compass, with the log in information and school PIN.
The feedback received from this survey is highly valued and
supports our school to identify where our strengths are, along
with the areas we can continue to improve. If you haven’t
already, I encourage you to take some time to complete the
survey, with all families invited to participate.
ES APPRECIATION WEEK
This week we are acknowledging our wonderful Education
Support Staff with a week of appreciation. Our teacher aides,
administration team and IT staff provide support to our students,
staff and community from the day to day running of the school,
to working in classrooms supporting individual students. On
behalf of our community, thank you Thashnee, Briony, Linden, Ally,
Courtney, Lisa, Liz, Leanne, Lisa, Leigh and Ian. We are fortunate
to have such a dedicated group working in our school.
PREP 2023
Last week we had our first of two early transition sessions for our
2023 Preps. A story with the Principals and some time in our art
room was enjoyed by all. We have another session scheduled on
Wednesday this week, with our more formal transition program in
November. We are continuing to take enrolments for any children
who are commencing next year, with information available on
our website. Please share this information with anyone you may
know who has a child starting school next year.

Dates to
Remember

2nd September
Father's Day Stall
Prep-2 Father's Day Picnic
8th September
Grade 3 Excursion
9th September
CANTEEN DAY
15th September
Grade 4-5 Cultural Incursion
16th September
COLOUR RUN
End of Term 3: 2.30 dismissal
__________________________

3rd October
Term 4 commences
15th October
Trivi-Yeah
31st October
Curriculum Day

1st November
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
10th November
School Concert

www.altonaps.vic.edu.au

Knowledge & Nurturing by the Bay
COLOUR RUN – FUNDRAISING EVENT
A reminder that on the last day of school this term, the whole school will participate in a Colour Explosion
Run. This event is a fundraiser which all students are encouraged to sign up for through
australianfundraising.com.au
Once you have created an account, you are ready to start fundraising. This week, all students that have
created a profile will go into a draw to win a special lunch. At assembly next week we will also announce
another incentive. Along with this, all students who raise $10 or more have access to choose from a variety
of prizes.
All money raised will go towards improving our outdoor learning and play spaces. So far this year we have
built the Gaga Pit and repaired our spider playground. Future funds will be spent on developing the space
under the shade sails with outdoor seating, along with ground markings for learning and play. Our longerterm goal is to upgrade the area around the spider playground and develop another outdoor learning
area with seating and shade. If you know of anyone who could support us with the plans and
development, please get in touch.
BOOK WEEK
Last week we celebrated Book Week. There were shared experiences across the entire week, with our whole
school parade, buddy reading, dreamtime stories being read and written and visits to the library to look at
the shortlisted books. My thanks to the team: Lainee, Athena, Helen and Jacob for organising the week.
WORKING BEE
On Sunday the 11th of September, we will hold a Working Bee at school for any community members who
can spare an hour or so to help us tend to some general tidying and simple gardening. Jobs on the list
involve weeding, cleaning, and tidying of garden beds and play spaces around the school. Further
information will be placed on Compass in the coming days around registering your availability.
MOBILE PHONE AND HOMEWORK POLICY
At our recent school council meeting, our Mobile Phone Policy and Homework Policy were updated and
endorsed. Both of these are available on our school website.
In particular, I draw your attention to our ‘mobile phone- student use’ policy which includes smart watches
in its’ description as a mobile device. It is important to be aware that any watch worn by a student that has
access to mobile data, messaging or phone calls, needs to have this feature inactive during school time, or
alternatively the watch will need to be placed in locked storage similar to any mobile phone.
PRIMARY ART EXHIBITION 2022
This year some of our Grade 5 and 6 students have art pieces on display in an exhibition at the Louis Joel
Gallery. The exhibition showcases the talents of our students through the various mediums they use in our
Art program. My thanks to Brooke Cain for her work in enabling these art works to be displayed. Details of
the exhibition are further in the newsletter.
FATHERS DAY STALL
This Friday, 2nd September, all students will attend the Fathers Day Stall which will be hosted by our Friends
and Families committee. There is more information about this further in the newsletter.
We have just over 2 weeks left of Term 3 and they are jam packed with events including all of our
Showcases of Learning (dates and times are on the next page). Please keep an eye on Compass
notifications alerting you to what is coming up.
Sarah.
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