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13th October: TERM 4 WEEK 2

Dates to
Remember

Principal's Report

26th October
District Softcrosse

27th October
World Teachers Day

31st October
Halloween dress up day

6th November
Curriculum Day

7th November
Cup Day Public Holiday

10th November
School Skip-a-thon

21st November
Prep Excursion

24th November
Student Free Day

7th December
Xmas Concert

12th December
Grade 6 Graduation

20th December
Last Day of Term 4

1.30 Dismissal

We have had a great start back to Term 4, despite the weather
showing us every season so far. Our first fortnight has seen our
Grade 5s head off on an excursion, our Preps and Grade 1s
commence Swimming, Grade 3/4s immersed in their learning with
an incursion and two of our sporting teams successfully winning
the Divisional Championships. Along with that we had a day of
Mindfulness to acknowledge World Mental Health Day. My thanks
to everyone for a positive start to what is a long term ahead.

VALUE IN FOCUS: RESILIENCE
For the next 5 weeks, our focus value is resilience. Classes will have
a spotlight on this value and how it supports our learners.
Resilience at APS is:
-Having a growth mindset and never giving up
-Learning from our mistakes and moving forward
-Putting setbacks into perspective and being positive
-Focusing on the solution, not the problem

XMAS CONCERT AND COMMUNITY EVENT
On Thursday 7th of December, we will hold an evening event at
APS. This will be an opportunity for our community to get together
and enjoy a night of Xmas songs performed by our students.
Further details will become available through the term, but at this
stage, save the date!

HATS
There are a number of students who do not have a hat to wear
outdoors. This term, no matter what the weather conditions,
everyone needs to be wearing a hat when outdoors. This includes
our recess and lunch breaks, along with sport sessions. If your
child does not have a hat, they can be purchased from the school
office.



2024 PLANNING
We have commenced the process of planning and preparing our classes for 2024. This is a very timely
and considered process, with the academic, social, emotional and behavioural needs of all our students
being a priority whenever decisions are made. At this stage, it is important that we know our enrolment
numbers, so if you are relocating next year and have not let the school know, it would be incredibly
helpful if you could advise your child’s teacher or our administration team ASAP, or email this information
to altona.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

HALLOWEEN DRESS UP DAY
Requested by our school and house captains, on the 31st of October, all students are invited to come to
school dressed in the style of Halloween. On the day, our student leaders will run some Halloween themed
activities during the recess and lunch breaks. It is requested that students are not sent to school with
lollies or treats to distribute to others.

HOBSONS BAY ART COMPETITION
Two of our very creative students were winners in a recent 
Hobsons Bay Art competition. Chiyoka (Grade 6) won the 
‘young person prize for 12-25 year olds’  and Hannah (Grade 3) 
won the ‘encouragement award’. It is always wonderful to see APS 
students succeeding in their endeavours beyond our classrooms.

                                               WORLD TEACHERS DAY
                                               Friday the 27th of October is World Teachers Day across Australia.    We are
                                               incredibly fortunate at APS to have a team of teachers who are dedicated
                                               to ensuring our children thrive. Whilst we don’t only acknowledge this on
                                               a dedicated day, we will take the opportunity to show our thanks on this
                                               particular day. 

ENRICHMENT AND EXTENSION
Across the year, a number of opportunities are provided to students to become involved in sessions that
aim to enrich and extend their learning. This year we have been involved in the Victorian High Abilities
Program (VHAP) and the Maths Olympiad. 
This semester, some of our Grade 3/4s have been engaged in sessions every Friday 
that challenge their problem solving skills in Mathematics. Working with Mr Gilpin, a 
group of students are presented with problems that aim to further extend them as 
Mathematicians, while also encouraging collaboration and productive struggle.  
It is great to see some of the ways they go about solving some very complex problems.

Have a great fortnight.
Sarah 

Knowledge & Nurturing by the Bay
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VALUES
 AWARDS 

WEEK 1 AND 2

FOCUS VALUE:
RESILIENCE



SPORTS REPORT: DIVISIONAL CHAMPIONSSPORTS REPORT: DIVISIONAL CHAMPIONSSPORTS REPORT: DIVISIONAL CHAMPIONS

MINDFULNESS DAY AT ALTONA PRIMARY SCHOOL
On Tuesday the 10th of October, APS recognised World Mental Health Day by having a day of mindfulness.
Mindfulness allows people to slow down and notice how they are thinking and feeling. Classes did a range
of activities including Yoga, Guided Meditation, mindful colouring and craft nature walks and games. A big
thanks to Ms Sperling for all her work planning and organising the day. It was a valuable experience that
taught students strategies to practice mindfulness in their own lives, while highlighting the importance of
being mindful and focusing on our mental health.

Knowledge & Nurturing by the Bay

Respect   Gratitude   Responsibility   Aspiration   Resilience   Collaboration

Great success on the courts for our Boys
Volleyball and Girls Basketball team who won
the Divisional Championships in the first week
of term.  Both teams now go on the Regional

Championships later this month.
These students represented our school with

great effort and sportsmanship.
VOLLEYBALL: Hudson, Dane, James, Alistair,

Riley, Angus and Jack
BASKETBALL: Ella, Riley, Zali, Lara, Tannah,
Charlotte, Tate, Maeve, Maria and Eloisa

COMMUNICATION AT APS
COMPASS: Ongoing communication.  Newsfeed items
contain reminders and timely information.  All
payments and consent for events and activities are
made through Compass.

NEWSLETTER: Reports what is happening and coming
up at APS. Published fortnightly via Compass and the
school website. 
YEAR LEVEL NEWSLETTERS: Outlines the learning
program of each year level. Published twice per term.
SCHOOL WEBSITE: Information about the school, parent
info and whole school calendar.
INSTAGRAM: Visual reminders and photographic
updates.  Posts updated weekly.














